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1 )S Responsive to communication{s) filed on 25 June 2007 . 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Terminal Disclaimer 

1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on June 25, 2007 disclaiming the terminal portion of 
any patent granted on this application, which would extend beyond the expiration date 
of US Patent No. 6,721,811 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal 
disclaimer has been recorded. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 



4. Claims 1-7, 11-18, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
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over Oberhaus et al. (US 6,983, 308), and alternatively over Oberhaus et al. in view of 
Woo et al. (US 5,948,059). 

5. As per claim 1 . Oberhaus teaches a portable message processing device (a 
hand-held computing device for receiving e-mail [col. 1 , lines 35-36]) which can be 
connected to different networks at different times (a hand-held computing device can be 
connected to different networks at different times), comprising: 

a recognition unit configured to recognize a particular network to which the 
portable message processing device is currently connected (when the user 
synchronizes the e-mail from the hand-held computing device with a desktop computer 
over dedicated wires [col. 1 , lines 47-50], it is necessary for the hand-held computing 
device to recognize the network comprising the desktop computer and the hand-held 
computing device to properly synchronize the e-mail; furthermore when e-mail are 
synchronized over network connection from a device, it is necessary for the device to 
recognize the network to which it is connected to, in order to ensure proper 
communication); 

a memory configured to store messages in the portable message processing 
device (a memory is necessary to store e-mail for access by the user); 

a message collection unit configured to collect messages addressed to the user 
from message servers distributed on a plurality of networks and to store the messages 
into the memory (when the user accesses the e-mail from message servers, the e-mail 
addressed to the user are collected and stored on the hand-held device); and 

a message transmission unit configured to transmit the messages stored in the 
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memory, in response to a request for viewing the messages from another device 
connected to the particular network (when a request Is made to synchronize the e-mail 
from the desktop computer, the appropriate e-mail in the memory of the hand-held 
computing device are transmitted for synchronization and for viewing). 

Oberhaus discloses the invention except for detemnining communication 
methods for accessing the message sen/ers, and except for collecting messages 
addressed to the user from the message servers using the determined communication 
methods. 

It was known In the art at the time the invention was made to detemnine the 
communication methods for accessing message servers when accessing the message 
servers, and using the detemnlned communication methods to properly receive and/or 
transmit the e-mail. It would have been therefore obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the Invention was made to determine the communication methods of the 
message servers and using the communication methods in collecting the messages 
addressed to the user from the message servers. In order to ensure proper collection of 
the e-mail. 

Alternatively . Woo teaches determining the communication methods for 
accessing message servers [102, 104 - FIG. 1; 214, FIG. 2; col. 3, lines 51-55] when 
accessing the message servers, and using the determined communication methods to 
receive and/or transmit the e-mail [col. 4, lines 46-49] - In order to store, retrieve, access 
and manage messages which are in different formats and different media types - 
regardless of the form and the protocol used to manage and store the messages from 
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any media available to the user (col. 2, lines 47-52]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to determine the communication methods of the message servers 
and using the communication methods in collecting the messages addressed to the 
user from the message servers, as is taught by Woo, in order to store, retrieve, access 
and manage messages which are in different formats and different media types - 
regardless of the form and the protocol used to manage and store the messages from 
any media available to the user. 

6. As per claim 2 . It was known in the art at the time the invention was made to 
store unprocessed messages from a memory into an external memory device when the 
unprocessed messages exceed the capacity of the memory - in order to preserve the 
unprocessed messages for processing at a later time. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a unit 
configured to store unprocessed messages into an external memory device according 
to the user specifying preserving the unprocessed messages when the capacity of the 
memory is exceeded - in order to process the unprocessed messages at a later time. 

7. As oer claim 3 . it was known in the art at the time the Invention was made to 
delete messages that are no longer necessary to conserve memory space. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to delete the messages from the memory and/or the external memory device once the 
messages are processed - according to the user specifying that the information is no 
longer necessary, in order to save memory space. 
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8. As per claim 4 . Oberhaus teaches synchronization of e-mail between two devices 
[col. 1 . lines 45-50], hence teaches another device requesting synchronization with the 
portable message processing device. When the portable message processing device 
receives the request for synchronization from the another device, the message . 
processing device processes the message according to the request for synchronization 
(functions) provided at the another device. 

9. As per claim 5 . it was known in the art at the time the invention was made to 
query a network domain of a particular network and use the network domain to 
determine whether a server is accessible to the particular network. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to inquire a 
network domain of the particular network, in order to use the network domain to 
detemiine message servers that are accessible to the particular network. 

1 0. As per claim 6 . it was known in the art at the time the invention was made for a 
message processing device to provide an address of a message stored on the message 
processing device (e.g. the source of the message stored on the message processing 
device) when a request for synchronization is received from another device, in order to 
allow the another device to determine the source of the message. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to notify the 
another device of an address of a message of the message processing device, in order 
to allow the another device to determine the source of the message, in response to a 
request for synchronization (a form of inquiry) and to determine whether the message is 
appropriate for synchronization. 
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1 1 . As per claim 7 . Oberhaus teaches the portable message processing device being 
a hand-held computing device [col. 1 , lines 35-36], hence storing the messages into the 
memory in response to a user request entered from an input device of the hand-held 
computing device (the user of the hand-held computing device entering a request to 
access a message server), the hand-held computing device further comprising a display 
unit configured to display the messages stored in the first memory on a display screen 
associated with the portable message processing device, in response to a user request 
entered from the input device. 

Furthermore, it was known in the art at the time the invention was made for a 
hand-held device to be equipped with a radio communication device (either built-in or 
externally connected) in order to allow the hand-held device to communicate wirelessly, 
and to improve user mobility. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a radio communication device with 
the portable message processing device In order to allow the portable message 
processing device to collect the messages from wireless message servers, and in order 
to improve user mobility for the message processing device. 

12. As per claim 18 . Oberhaus teaches the another device being a desktop computer 
[col. 1 , lines 45-50], hence the another device having an interface for viewing the 
messages. Oberhaus further teaches e-mail synchronization, hence the first memory 
maintaining the synchronized messages while and after the messages are viewed on 
the another device. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 3. Applicant's arguments filed June 25, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive and/or moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

1 4. Applicant argues that Woo teaches an e-mail server and a voice-mail server on a 
shared network - hence the plurality of message servers not being distributed on a 
plurality of networks. 

The argument is not persuasive because Woo teaches a network 510 [col. 11, 
line 63; FIG. 5] and a network 520 [col. 12, line 2; FIG. 5] - hence a plurality of networks. 
In addition. Woo also teaches a WAN [col. 4, line 7] - hence a network fomfied by a 
plurality of LANs [e.g. Cochran et al. (USP 7,240,106) at col. 1 , lines 58-59] or a plurality 
of subnetworks [e.g. Bales (USP 7,246,168) at col. 6, lines 54-56 and FIG. 1]. 

1 5. It is also noted that applicant has not traversed the well-known statements of the 
prior office action. The well-known statements are therefore taken to be prior art (See 
Chevenard, 139 F.2d at 713. 60 USPQ at 241 - MPEP 2144.03C). 

Conclusion 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-IVIONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tanh Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4154. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30AM-7:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Huynh can be reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




TANH Q NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINiR 
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September 14, 2007 



